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the former engagement they outnumbered their adversaries by
nearly two to one, and were compelled to accept the treaty
imposed upon them, the main clause being the drastic reduction
of their army and the incorporation into it of a contingent of
British sepoy troops. During the Mutiny this contingent was
destined to give us more trouble than the conquered Mahrattas,
whose pretensions to ascendancy in Central India were finally
shattered by the campaign of 1843 an^ who henceforward
disappear from history as an independent power. With their
overthrow was finally accomplished the third stage in the
British conquest of India.
III. THE CONQUEST OF LOWER BURMA, 1824-1826
Barely five years had elapsed since the victorious conclusion
of the Pindari War before the Indian Government was forced
to enter upon a campaign against an enemy whose military
character and methods were totally unlike those of either the
stubborn mountaineers of Nepal or the elusive Mahratta
horsemen. Relations with the Burmese kingdom of Ava had
for some considerable time been strained, owing to a series of
raids on the borders of the newly conquered Burmese provinces
of Arakan, Manipur, Cachar and Assam, carried out by exiles
from these areas who had taken refuge in British territory and
made it the base for their sporadic activities ; the consequent
reprisals frequently led the Burmese across our frontier, and an
attempt to come to an understanding with them in 1818 merely
led to their putting forward extravagant claims to portions of
the Bengal Presidency, which, however, they were not so foolish
as to try and enforce. In the winter of 1823 matters came to
a head by reason of two deliberate attacks in force on our
garrisons in Sylhet and on an island off the coast of Chitta-
gong, and on redress for these being refused by the Court
of Ava, the Governor - General, Amherst, declared war in
February 1824.
The plan of campaign, as drawn up by the Commander-in-
Chief, Sir E. Paget, involved two main operations, the expulsion
of the enemy from Assam, and an expedition which was to land
at the mouth of the Irrawaddy and advance up that river on
Ava, while the troops in Sylhet and Chittagong were for the
time being to remain on the defensive. The scheme seems to
have been based on an inadequate knowledge of the peculiarities
alike of the country and of the enemy. Lower Burma was
then swampy, covered with thick jungle and highly unhealthy
for troops ; while the Burmese, who were well armed, especially
with artillery, skilled in the rapid erection of stockades and